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Reece Frith 1 – 3 – 20 

 
The Schemer Part 3 – 

Divine Defence 
Ephesians 6:10 – 18 

 
So this morning we continue our series where we’ve been talking about the devil. 
 
So we’ve been talking about this “World-in-between”. 
A space in between humans and God where there is a vast society of intelligent, 
free, spiritual beings whose behaviour significantly impacts human existence. 
 
We saw how Jesus and his followers talked about a personified devil, someone 
though unseen is very personal, very real, very active. 
 
And the main point has been to point out that the devil or Satan is a schemer. 
He strategizes.  
He makes plans for you and me.  
He has designs on how afflict Christ’s church. 
 
Paul drives home this point in his letter to the Ephesians.  
 
Although the devil is defeated, be prepared because you are in a fight. 
 
You may not have thought that but if you are a follower of Jesus, when you 
surrendered to Him, you joined in cosmic battle. 
You had a change of allegiance and that change of allegiance put you at odds with 
the evil entities in the world around you.  
 
Paul is straight up – we struggle against persons without bodies – the evil rulers of 
the unseen world, those mighty satanic beings and great evil princes of darkness 
who rule this world; and against huge numbers of wicked spirits in the spirit 
world. 1 
It says that this entity called the devil and his demons have come to steal and 
destroy. 
 
In battles of the day, arrows were often dipped in flammable pitch and then fire. 
These flaming arrows not only had the capability to cause grievous, terrible 
wounds, they could also set the combatants garments of fire causing further 
agony. 

                                                
1
 Ephesians 6:12 (Living Bible Translation) 



2 
 

 
And what the devil and demons do is they come against us in a similar way. 
They come and they fling their fiery arrows and us.  
They take aim. They line us up. 
 
And I felt this morning to talk about two areas in particular where the devil takes 
aim in our lives. 
 
One of his favourites is to try and make you and me despondent, negative, inward 
and withdrawn, so that we back down and bow out of the battle – is that right??? 
 
He uses discouragements and doubts and disappointments. 
 
So Paul draws on a common sight in the world of the time – a Roman soldier. 
He says in this fight, in this war, you don’t have to walk around unprotected. 
Take up the armour like a soldier, yes! 
 
And we’re told, don’t forget, above all else take up the faith like a shield.  
 
Now this shield has as its root word, “door”.  
It’s not a small buckler but the size of a door.  
It was as tall you are and as wider than a person.  
The soldier could shelter behind the shield and every part of them from head to 
toe would be covered. 
 
And Paul says that faith is this kind of shield that can cover you in the times when 
the devil takes aim.  
It is the shield of faith in Jesus. 
 
When we are hurting, when the doubts come, we are to reaffirm our trust in God, 
even though sometimes it might be through tears.  
 
 Has anyone been following the series, “The Crown”? 

In a recent episode, who did the Queen talk to when she wanted to discuss 
forgiveness? Billy Graham. 
For those who are unfamiliar Billy Graham was perhaps one of the greatest 
evangelists who ever lived. I mean, he preached the good news of Jesus to 
more people and in more places than anyone who has ever lived. 
 
But Graham’s ministry almost never happened.  
You see before he came to prominence he was already a travelling 
evangelist in the United States. And one place he went to was a city by the 
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name of Altoona.  His time in Altoona was one of the worst experiences in 
his life. I mean during Graham’s time there he faced protests with people 
waving placards. Then some pastors refused to sit with each other on stage 
as he preached. To top it all off people’s response was lukewarm and 
sparse. Graham saw Altoona as a failure. He left absolutely despondent and 
wondered if God had really called him to evangelism after all. He said it was 
as if his faith was under siege. 

 
At the same time Billy Graham also worked alongside a good friend by the 
name of Charles Templeton. In the eyes of many it was Charles who was 
especially gifted in the area of preaching. He quickly established a church 
that outgrew its 1200 seat building. If anyone was going to rise to the top, 
it would be Templeton.  
 
But deep inside Templeton was full of doubts and one day he came to 
Graham and said, “Billy, you’re out of date. People no longer accept the 
Bible as being inspired the way you do. Your faith is too simple. Your 
language is out of date. Science says that we don’t need a creator God for 
the universe to exist. And if He does exist, would a loving God really send 
people to hell? The Bible is full of myths and legends. No one believes that 
stuff anymore.” 

 
Templeton was someone Graham deeply admired and counted as a true 
friend, so his recent failure and Templeton’s words absolutely rocked 
Graham.  
 
And naturally, as you would, for weeks on end Graham agonised over this. 
It was like his heart was being pulled in two places at once. He knew he had 
to come to a resolution.  
 

“So just at this point, what advice would you give to someone in that situation?” 
 
Well one evening Billy Graham took a walk in the woods and he found a 
tree stump and laid his Bible on it. 
There he prayed, and said to God, he couldn’t answer all the questions and 
challenges (and to honest, nobody really can). 
Then Graham got down on his knees and as he did he felt the presence of 
the Holy Spirit move him to pray: 
“Father, I am going to accept this as Your Word by faith. I’m going to allow 
faith to go beyond my intellectual questions and doubts, [believing that 
there are answers somewhere] and I will believe this to be Your inspired 
Word!” 
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Graham said that when he got up from his knees that night, his eyes stung 
with tears.  
He sensed the presence of God that he had not sensed it in months. Not all 
his questions were answered, but a major bridge had been crossed.  
And Billy Graham said these words, “In my heart and mind, I knew a 
spiritual battle in my soul had been fought and won.” 

 
So faith is a shield in those darkest of moments, when what we’re going through 
doesn’t make sense and there are no answers and we never asked for it. 
 
Faith says I will trust in the goodness of God. 
I will trust in the one who bled and died on a cruel Roman cross and rose again 
breaking the shackles of death. 
I believe that one day what I’m going will make sense and even if it doesn’t, God is 
able to turn even into some kind of good.  
 
We may have to do what Billy Graham did and take a walk. 
You may have to find the promise is Scripture hold onto it.  
 
But you know, there’s another area where the devil takes aim and flings his fiery 
arrows and it’s in the area of disobedience, it’s in the area of tempting us to sin. 
 
Some people think God has some kind of rulebook. 
He looks at our lives to see how we’re going and checks our lives against the 
rulebook. If we keep the rules then we gain God’s approval; if we break the rules, 
we sin, then we have to go and say sorry to God. 
That is not how it works. 
 
The essence of sin is not breaking a list of rules. 
The essence of sin is disloyalty.  
It says I will put my trust somewhere else. 
It’s saying to God, I trust something or someone else to give me pleasure, 
happiness or security more than I trust You. 
 
And the thing is, it could be just one area of your life. 
Nine areas of your life are loyally devoted to the kingship of Christ but the tenth is 
an area of infidelity. 
 
And you see, the shield of faith in Jesus is also the shield of faithfulness to Jesus. 
 



5 
 

When our lives are devoted to the Jesus the King, when we are loyal to His kingly 
commands – then faithfulness to Jesus acts as a shield.  
 
The devil however, he looks for areas in people’s lives that are outside the shield, 
the areas of disloyalty, and takes his aim and fires and works his way from there. 
I mean, he wants to take you out, to make fall.  
 

A professor at a Christian university tells the story of time when I student 
urgently made an appointment to meet him in his office. 
Now this student was good guy; he was affable, a good sense of humour, 
everyone got along with him and was dependable.  
The student slumped down in a chair and after they exchanged greetings, 
came straight to the point, “I don’t believe in this God stuff anymore.”  
The professor was onto it.  
He knew this student fairly well and said to him, “So, how long have you 
been have you been sleeping with your girlfriend and having sex with her?” 
The student, his body language gave him away. 
Then at first he was defensive and then angry, but he eventually admitted 
that, yes, he was sleeping with his girlfriend, although he couldn’t see what 
that had to do with his intellectual doubts about the existence of God.  
The professor pointed out that the God he believes in created sex for 
confines of a loving marriage and He doesn’t allow him to exploit women 
sexually; and because he enjoys that behaviour, he is attempting to jettison 
a God who condemns his behaviour. 2 

 
He had one area where was unfaithful to His God, and the arrow was fired and hit 
its mark. 
 

There was missionary and his wife who was once invited to dinner by a self-
made Cantonese importer.  
And his house was stunning, it was breathtaking – a fortress outside and all 
softness and luxury within. In the foyer for example stood an artificial tree, 
perhaps five feet tall, whose leaves and flowers were exquisitely fashioned 
from clusters of semi-precious stones. Ornate cabinets displayed valuable 
treasures. His tableware looked like solid gold but they did not dare to ask. 
 
The missionary writes: 
Our host was about sixty years old and displayed a considerable knowledge 
of Scripture, yet as we talked there was no glow of joy about him. He told 
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(Grand Rapids, Mi: Zondervan, 2003) 228 – 229. 
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us he planned to make enough money to spend his closing years in serving 
the Lord “without being a burden on anybody.” (The tableware alone 
would have kept some of us going in Christian work for quite a while.)  
 
He never did get to serve the Lord. He sold his heritage for stone and metal 
trinkets inside a painted fortress. He would have agreed that spiritual 
things matter more than material security, but his behaviour contradicted 
his professed beliefs. Riches had coiled like a living vine around his heart, 
slowly strangling his love for God and people. 3 

 
Again, there was just one area of disloyalty to his God... and the arrow hit its 
mark.  
 
All of us have to have times when we take a rigorous moral inventory of our lives, 
to see if there are any areas of disloyalty, leaving us vulnerable. 
 
Times when we go before God and pray,  

“Search me, O God, and know my heart! 
  Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any offensive way in me, 
    and lead me in the way everlasting.” 4 

 
 
 
I’ll finish with this: Roman soldiers weren’t renown as individual warriors, they 
were renown as incredible fighting units. 
 
So let me say this: you are not in this fight alone! 
Jesus has given many gifts to His Church; we have His Word, we’ve been given 
Holy Spirit, and there’s another – each other.  
You may be facing discouragement and doubts and disappointments and feeling 
despondent – you don’t have to fight on alone. 
We will stand with you. 
If you’re in that place, don’t leave despondent; we’ll pray and stand with you.  
 

                                                
3
 John White, Golden Cow (Basingstoke: Lakeland: 1979), 27. (Emphasis mine). 

4
 Psalm 139:23 – 24.  


