
1 
 

Reece Frith 23 – 2 – 20 

 
The Schemer Part 2: 

Luke 6:45; James 3:3 – 6 
 

Several years ago I read the story of guy who entered into pastoral ministry 
as an assistant to a senior minister. And he was having an effective 
minister, particularly in the area of preaching and teaching. However, only 
nine months into his time there, the senior pastor summoned him and his 
wife to his home. And in their home the senior pastor and his wife 
proceeded to swear and scream at them. Needless to say, the assistant 
pastor resigned immediately.  

 
Again I read the story of a pastor where one of the leaders in the 
congregation asked if he could visit him for a meeting. At that meeting, for 
nearly an hour he unloaded every kind of accusation against the pastor, his 
leadership and the church that you can imagine. It just boggled the mind. 
That night the pastor could not sleep. You know the words over and over in 
my mind as he replayed the encounter. And the next day he sat like a 
zombie at his desk, paralyzed by discouragement and fear. 1 

 
I don’t know about you, but when I hear these kinds of stories or perhaps even 
encounter them yourself, I think to myself, “What is going on?” 
 
Is this simply someone having a bad day or is there something else at play? 
 

---------------------------- 
 
It’s very clear that people can and do weaponise their words, and the Bible 
concurs. 
 
The Psalmist speaks of “men whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues 
are sharp swords”, who “make their tongues as sharp as a serpent's; the poison of 
vipers is on their lips”, and who “aim their words like deadly arrows.” 2 
 
 
The New Testament is very clear that there are certain speech acts that are 
unacceptable and do damage to the Christian community. 

                                                
1
 Robert Jeffress, The Divine Defense (Colorado Springs; WaterBrook Press, 2006), 68.   

2
 Psalm 57:4; 140:3; 64:3.  
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Like Gossip, when someone maliciously spreads rumours and innuendo’s. 
 

Slander, when some slurs another’s reputation through false accusation. 
 

Some people just outright lie. 
 

There is grumbling and stirring up dissent; it’s like there are some people 
who seem to get kick out of spreading of unhappiness, discontent and 
critical attitude. 

 
Verbal abuse – swearing and tearing people to shreds.  

 
The list could go on.  
There is a human propensity towards these.  
And sadly, churches can get caught up in these too. 
 
I mean, how would you rate the church in New Zealand on these areas of speech, 
on scale of 1 to 10? 
One being the lowest and ten the highest.  
I think that by and large in my experience the churches have would probably be an 
eight. Pretty good.  
 
But here’s the thing: you do, every now and then come across people for whom 
speech is an issue, even in the church. 
 
There are people for whom weaponised speech is habitual – that is, a 
characteristic imbedded in their person. 
 
And the thing is, when someone is a constant gossip, or a compulsive liar, or a 
manipulator and so on, then something is amiss.  
 
What I would say is this: when there is a pattern, when someone is constantly 
critical, when cutting remarks trip easily off their tongue, when caustic speech is 
habitual, a characteristic of their lives – that something else is happening below 
the surface. 
 
As I said last week, I am a firm believer that there others entities at work in our 
world, and one of those is the devil or Satan. 
 
And we saw last week, the devil hates God, His plans, His praise and His people. 
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Though unseen, he is very personal, very real, and very active. 
 
We talked about his schemes and I believe that there times when his schemes 
involve what we do with our words. 
 
Now, stick with me. 
 
James states: 

“The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It 
corrupts the whole person, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is 
itself set on fire by hell.” 

 
Another version of Scripture puts is like this: 
 

“By our speech we can ruin the world, turn harmony to chaos, throw mud 
on a reputation, send the whole world up in smoke and go up in smoke 
with it, smoke right from the pit of hell.” 

 
Now, the word “hell” is literally “Gehenna.” 

 
Now “Gehenna” was a real historical location outside of Jerusalem. 
In the Old Testament it was place where evil kings performed child sacrifice 
and it became so defiled that by the time of Jesus and James it was a 
rubbish dump – a place for the city’s refuse and human waste, and at times, 
the bodies of the dead.  And in places this rubbish tip was also on fire.  
So if you can imagine it, it was this rotting, stinking, smoky, gag-inducing 
landfill. Crawling maggots and smouldering heat raced each other to 
consume the putrefying trash 
It was an abhorrent place.  3 

 
So when the first recipients of James’ letter heard this word, their minds would 
have immediately been drawn to this real location, this garbage tip.  
 
So what is James suggesting? 
 
Well, here’s where I’m up to: there are some people for whom there is some stuff 
festering or lingering on the inside. 

                                                
3
 Edward Fudge, The Fire That Consumes (Lincoln: iUniverse.com Inc, 2001), 162.  
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There are times when there is stuff festering on the inside and it comes out in 
what they say. 
 
I mean, Jesus said: 

“Good people bring good things out of the good stored up in their heart, 
and evil people bring evil things out of the evil stored up in their heart. For 
out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks.” 4 
 

So we not simply dealing with a issue of the tongue but an issue of the heart. 
 
So how does the “stuff” get there? 
 
It could be a huge disappointment that rocked a person to the core. 
It could be resentment or unforgiveness or bitterness because of the way 
someone has treated you.  
It could be that people offended them and they’ve never forgotten it. 
It could be hurt that someone nursed into a grudge. 
 
It’s never been dealt with and when this happens, it festers away on their insides. 
– and it comes out in their conversations with others. 
 
Now, here’s my next question,  

“What has the devil got to do with this (if anything)?” 
 
A couple of years ago I talked Ephesians chapter 4 verse 26 where followers of 
Jesus warned not to give “the devil a foothold” in our lives. 5 
 
That word ‘foothold’ literally means “room” or “space” or even “seat”. 
 
You see, when we have stuff on the inside of us, in our hearts, and we let it linger, 
let it fester, it gives room to the devil; it gives the devil a place to land.  
 
He comes to sit in this festering place. 
He comes in and he stirs things up in people’s lives.  
 
When happens then is that these people can become his messengers. 
Not all the words that come our way are not purely of human origin. 

                                                
4
 Luke 6:45 

5
 Ephesians 4:26 
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And unfortunately people often become a mouthpiece whether they recognise 
that or not. 
And when the devil is able to use others to be his mouthpiece, casualties ensue.   
 
And I’m talking about Christians. 
I don’t know about you, but every now and then I meet people who slag off others 
all the time.  
Or who constantly cut people down without a thought.  
Or who are manipulative.  
Or who are conflictive, argumentative, spread malicious comments about others, 
destroy friendships and pull people apart through their words.  
 
And we have this whole realm of social media – Facebook, twitter and Instagram. 
Those who research in the area say that bullying in social media is an epidemic.  
 
I read this week of a teenage girl who became the target of abuse, of threats, of 
bullying, to the point where she was almost driven to take her own life. 
And that’s not uncommon. 
 
So often the filters are off and what people spew out in digital space and onto 
screens can simply be labelled as demonic.  
 

---------------------------- 
 
So what’s the answer? 
 

Several decades ago the UK some housing developers in one particular 
subdivision were facing a very serious dilemma with one of the homes that 
they were building.  
It wasn’t the workmanship, or the materials, or having buyers – it was that 
one day this house suddenly exploded. 
It was reduced to kindling.  
Now, as you can imagine, if you are a property developer this is a huge 
problem.  
An investigation took place and does anybody want to have a guess at the 
cause of the problem? Methane.  
You see these houses had been built on a… landfill, a rubbish dump, 
without the rubbish being cleared out in any way; it was simply covered 
over.  
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Over time, as the garbage rotted away,  gas leeched up through the ground 
and this particular house provided a fantastic reservoir. All that was needed 
was a stray spark and BOOM!!! 

 
If there’s stuff inside us that’s never been healed, only covered over, then it’s 
going to come out at some stage.  
 
More often than not it’s through our speech.  

 
So what do we do if there is stuff that is lingering and festering? 
 
Well to get rid of flies, you have to get rid of the garbage. 
And there is a way of getting rid of the garbage. 
 
Let’s turn to John chapter 7 verse 37: 

“On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud 
voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 
Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
flow from within them.”  

By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive.” 

 
The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of holiness. 
He wants to make us whole – W.H.O.L.E. – and holy. 
 
He can flush out and wash anything that’s stinking or lingering in our hearts and 
lives – and He can make us clean. 6 
 
If we have stuff on the inside that’s sitting there, festering away – smouldering 
even – Jesus is able to wash it away, to make you a clean person on the inside. 
 
He can even begin to do that this morning. 
 
 

                                                
6
 See for example 1 Corinthians 6:9 – 11  


