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Reece Frith 31- 1 - 21 

 
“Ask” 

Luke 11:5 - 13 
 
First thing, thanks to those who spoke while we were gone - John, Jonathon, Rhys 
and Adrian. 
I’ve heard really positive feedback. 
 
Okay, just to kick things off, who here’s still is summer holiday mode? 
You know, your bodies back at work but your mind’s elsewhere - swimming, 
fishing, that sort thing? 
Who’s well and truly back? 
 
Well we’ve been away for a few weeks now and I have to say that re-entry is 
hard. 
 
So this morning might be a bit sermon-lite in terms of length and we’ll continue in 
the theme of Jesus’ parables. 
 
So if you have your Bibles with you, turn to Luke’s Gospel chapter 11 verse 5: 
 

“Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; a friend of mine 
on a journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 
And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already 
locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you 
anything.’ 
I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 
friendship, yet because of your persistence he will surely get up and give 
you as much as you need. 
“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 
knock and the door will be opened to you.  
For everyone who asks receives; those who seek find; and to those who 
knock, the door will be opened. 
Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake 
instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 
If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to 
those who ask him!” 

 
 



2 
 

So what’s this parable about? 
It’s about prayer. 
 
In the context the disciples have asked to be taught how to pray and Jesus has 
taught them the Lord’s prayer. 
(Which by the way should probably be called the Disciple’s Prayer or the People’s 
prayer - a prayer given to us). 
 
When it comes to prayer, if there is one particular phrase that I have found 
helpful, and I’ve shared this before, it’s this - when it comes to talking about 
prayer, prayer is not something we do, it’s Someone we talk to.  
 
Prayer is not something we do, it’s Someone we talk to. 
 
To always keep that at the forefront of our minds. 
 
And here Jesus talks about two kind’s people - the friend and the Father. 
So Jesus is saying prayer to a Friend and your Father who reigns from heaven. 
 
So when it comes to the purpose of prayer it is to nurture and cultivate a faithful, 
loving, personal relationship with your Creator. 
Jesus tells us that prayer is deeply personal.  
It is not one activity among others. 
It is cultivating sweet, tender, intimate communion with your God, your Father in 
Heaven and Friend. 
 
Alongside that, there is another word in here in the context of prayer and what is 
it? 
It’s “ask”. 
 
So this morning that’s where I felt put our focus. 
 
Of course when you do talk about prayer as asking of God there is a danger. 
 
It was a danger a guy by the name of St Thomas Aquinas highlighted some 
centuries ago. 
He said: 
 

“Many cry to the Lord that they may win riches, that they may avoid losses; 
they cry that their family may be established, they ask for temporal 
happiness, for worldly dignities; and, lastly, they cry for bodily health, 
which is the relief of the poor.  
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For these and suchlike things many cry to the Lord; hardly one cries for the 
Lord Himself! 
 
How easy it is for a man to desire all manner of things from the Lord and 
yet not desire the Lord Himself!  
As though the gift could be sweeter than the Giver!”  

 
So there are some people, it’s like they only come to God for what they think they 
can get. They’re takers. 
This hasn’t helped when churches have made out that is God is here to meet our 
every dream and desire. 
 
Having said that, when you read Scripture, it’s undeniable that our God, who is a 
Friend and our Father, who is in himself the best gift we could ever have, does say 
to us, ask.  
 
It’s right here in this passage. 
 
But what I’ve found increasingly is that people even in the Church no longer ask. 
 
Prayer for some has become a going through the motions.  
 
Or for others that might say, “Prayer doesn’t really change anything but it 
changes you.” 
In other words, you don’t pray for situations out there, but you pray for a 
willingness to accept them (which has its place).  
 
Or for others prayer has become silent contemplation.  
Which again has its place as one practice of prayer.  
 
That’s my experience. 
So here’s a question: why is that? 
 
“When it comes to prayer, why is it people feel they can no longer ask anything 

of God?” 
 
What do you think? 
 
So it may not be your experience, which is great. 
Tell the person next to you.  
 
I think that people no longer ask anything of God for a number of reasons.  
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One appears to be in the text. 
 

It’s like you read this passage and think, “Well there you go. God is a 
begrudging, miserly and tight fisted. You have to twist His arm before He 
responds.” 

At first glance, it looks this way. 
 
But actually Jesus is outlining a situation that is preposterous.  
A friend in Middle Eastern culture would never say, “Don’t bother me... I can’t get 
up and give you anything.” 
A friend would never do this.  
You see in Middle Eastern culture your honour, your status was a stake; it would 
shameful to turn away a friend in need. It would never happen. 
Instead open-hearted and cheerful hospitality was expected even at inconvenient 
times. 
So a friend would respond without hesitation. 
God is like that. 
If that’s not enough, Jesus also commends this holy boldness that will be 
answered.  
 
What is often behind this view that God as miserly or uncaring has to do with our 
own experiences of our earthly mothers and fathers.   
Most of us in this room have had great parents but none of us have had perfect 
parents. 
So some of us may have had parents who emotionally distant, or miserly or 
dismissive, and we have projected these onto God. 
 
So it’s come to asking God for something, we get stuck. 
Sometimes we need unravel the threads that entangle our view of God from our 
earthly parents.   
 
So that’s one. 
Another I think has to do with disappointment. 
 

There was meeting of prayer where people shared with each other about 
how God could answer prayer. And at the meeting was a elderly lady who 
had been a overseas missionary. She said that she went to the mission field 
wanting very much to be married. The other missionaries around her were 
all married and had good companionship. And understandably she longed 
for that same companionship these other couples enjoyed. So she prayed 
long and hard for a husband.  



5 
 

So of course everyone waited with to hear how God arranged the 
circumstances and was a matchmaker.  

 The missionary concluded by saying God had answered her prayer.  
Now at this point on another woman in the group asked, “But I thought you 
never got married?” 
To which the elderly missionary smiled and replied, “Somewhere out there 
is an 80 year old man who has been resisting God’s will for 50 years!” 

 
Obviously she still had a lightness of spirit but for others it’s tough. 
 
One is in the area of healing. People have prayed and prayed for healing and the 
healing has never eventuated. 
 
For some it is in the area of relationships.  
They long for spouse but that person never materialises.  
 
It could be in the area of infertility. 
We actually have very high infertility rates in New Zealand - one in four couples. 
(And it’s interesting that underlying issues are equally split between men and 
women). 
It’s a devastating disappointment. 
 
So you know what some people conclude is that if God hasn’t come through in 
such sensitive important areas then why bother to ask for something in another. 
 
(In a few weeks it’s my intention is to talk about this a bit more). 
 
Then the third reason goes like this: 
 
How many of us have seen this scenario; we’re faced with a situation or 
circumstance and it seems insurmountable.  
What we do from there is we - 

overthink it; 
worry and fret about it; 
talk to three or four different friends about it; 
we might Google it; 
moan about it; 
And lie awake at night because of it. 

 
And as Presbyterians we’re really good at this, both individually and collectively.  
 
What we don’t do is talk to God and ask Him about it. 



6 
 

And I think that comes from is this sense that it all falls on our shoulders to sort 
out; quite simply we’ve forgotten God.  
It’s a faith issue; we don’t really trust God.  
 

------------------------------------- 
 
So does that mean we can God for anything? 
Of course. 

 
But more than that, there may be something pressing in your life. 
 
So quite simply, is there something you need to ask the Lord for this morning? 
 
It may be in this area of prayer itself; that you need to bring into the light that 
which holds you back from asking. 
 
Is there a person or a predicament that’s been on your mind but you’re yet to talk 
to God about it? 
 
Collectively, are there areas where we as a church we need to bring before God in 
prayer? 
 
Now you may say, “I don’t have the faith” 
My advice: find someone who does. Piggy back on their faith.  
It’s Biblical. 
 


