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Reece Frith 13 – 9 – 20 

 
“Living Casually” 

Judges 16 
 
For those who haven’t been with us, we’ve been working our way through the 
book of Judges, this rough, gritty and often brutal book.  
 
Which does raise the question, why on Earth is it in this holy text called the Bible? 
Well, I was reminded this week of Paul’s words to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3 verse 
16: 
“All Scripture is inspired by God”. At that time Scripture meant the Hebrew 
Scriptures, what we call the Old Testament. 
Paul went on to say that it is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness. 
Judges, like all Scripture, has something to say to us even it is hard to hear at 
times.  
 
We’ve been following the story of Samson. Whereas we the Bible is full of epic 
tales of prophets, priests and kings, heroes triumphing over villains, Samson’s 
story reads like a Shakespearean tragedy. 
 
And finally we come to the story of Samson and Delilah, perhaps one of the best 
known Old Testament accounts. 
Delilah who wins Samson’s heart but in the end leaves him a broken man.  
 
But before we get to Samson’s relationship with Delilah we have to look to at 
verses 1 to 3.  
Verses 1 to 3 seem not to fit. 
It’s like you could easily leave them out and the story could continue on. 
However, the writers of Scripture were very economical with their words; they 
wouldn’t have included them without reason.  
 
So just to get us started: 

“Why do you think verses 1 to 3 are a part of Samson’s story? 
 
Tell the person next to you. 
First, we find Samson where he shouldn’t be. 
I mean, he goes to Gaza, the capital city of the Philistine tribes.  
He goes right into the heart of the Philistine territory. It’s a deliberately 
provocative act. 
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Not only that, but he pays to spend the evening there in sexual intimacy with 
someone who is not wife – he exploits another sexually.  
This was no last minute decision based on a moment of madness or a rush of 
blood to the head. To seek out a prostitute takes planning and intention. 
 
Proverbs warns of the self-destruction that can occur when engaging with a 
prostitute: 

Like an ox going to the slaughter, 
like a deer stepping into a noose 
till an arrow pierces his liver, 
like a bird darting into a snare, 
little knowing it will cost him his life. 
 
Many are the victims she has brought down; 
Her house is a highway to the grave, 
leading down to the chambers of death. 1 

 
Then whether through overhearing a conversation or blind luck, Samson evades 
the trap set for him by tearing off the city gates and carrying them some 400 
metres. 
 
Gates were primary in keeping the city protected; the warning is clear – you city 
gates may stop armies but they won’t stop me. 
 
What verses 1 to 3 show us is the deepening pattern of Samson’s life over 20 
years – a pattern of acting recklessly. 
 
Samson’s recklessness continues and he makes his most reckless decision of all – 
to be with the valley girl Delilah. 
 
Samson has caused so many Philistine deaths that no one is willing to take him 
head on. 
They also knew that his strength had nothing to do with a strict workout regime 
or muscle mass. 
The unstoppable force had to be stopped. But how? 
What was his secret? 
The Philistines needed to know. 
 
Enter Delilah. 
We’re told Samson fell in love with Delilah but we’re not told that Delilah loved 
Samson. 

                                                
1
 Proverbs  7:22 – 27  
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The feelings weren’t mutual but Samson couldn’t, or wouldn’t see it. 
 
In fact it soon becomes apparent that Delilah has interest elsewhere. 
For the right price Delilah became a bait trap set up by the power brokers in 
Philistine.  
 
Scholars say that there were 5 main rulers of the Philistines. Each of them offered 
1100 shekels which equates to 13 kg of silver each or 65 kilogrammes in all to 
betray Samson and Delilah accepts.  
 
Delilah was willing to use her looks for loot. She uses her body to boost her bank 
balance. With the offer of money she looks for her moment. 
 
Although Delilah’s motivation soon becomes apparent, Samson can’t seem to 
escape her charms.  
 
In the end – after a continuous stream of nagging – Samson reveals the secret of 
his power: his Nazirite vow.  
 
And Delilah uses it against him.  
Her deadly friends chain him, gauge out his eyes and deliver him to their capital 
city where he joins a prison chain gang.  
 
Samson ends up in darkness and defeat, a pathetic shadow of his former self. 
 

----------------- 
 
So there is a lot going on here. 
 
After all that he did, you do have to ask, how did it all go so wrong??? 
 
And did God really take away his power from Samson because he had a hair 
cut??? 
 
So what do you think: 

“What was the core of Samson’s downfall?” 
 
Have a chat and tell the person next to you. 
 

Was it his character flaws? 
Samson was an impulsive, violent, callous and selfish individual. 
He is flawed deeply flawed.  
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But you know, not all deeply flawed people wreck their lives like Samson 
did.  
 
Was it sex? 
Samson’s choice of partners was awful. A pagan non-Israelite, a prostitute 
and someone who cares more about her bank balance than the man she’s 
sleeping with. Each was a step down the slippery slope to him being 
slaughtered.  
 
Was it the social environment? 
Samson lived in a ‘hot’ climate where sex was everywhere mixed with 
violence and depravity. Every town and every village had its own gods to 
offer worship to, some even going as far as offering human sacrifices.2 It 
was in the air he breathed. 
 
Did anyone say “success”? 
Samson never encountered failure in 20 years. Despite his awful choices, 
Samson always succeeded.  
The more God gave Samson strength to fight his foes, the more Samson 
grew confident of his own invulnerability and the more he engaged in 
irresponsible behaviour. 
Samson falsely inferred — “I can’t be defeated, so I can live as I like”. 

 
 We often view failure as an enemy, forgetting how much it can teach us. 

Although our failures hurt us they can ultimately do us more good than 
harm. 
 
A Bishop addressed a group on the eve of the ordination, seeking to give 
them advice they could take with them into pastoral ministry. 
He talked about thankfulness, of confessing sin, staying close to God and 
having a sense of humour. 
He also said, “Be ready to accept humiliation. They can hurt terribly but 
they can help you to be humble. There can be trivial humiliations. Accept 
them. There can be bigger humiliations... All these can be so many chances 
to be a little nearer to our humble and crucified Lord.” 

 
Samson never learnt humility. He saw himself as invulnerable.  
In a word, he was arrogant. 

  
All of these factors contributed to Samson’s fall. 

                                                
2
 See the story of Jephthah (Judges 10:6 – 11:40).   
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Samson reckless actions, his numerous character flaws, his lust and arrogance 
were all symptoms of something deeper.` 
 
So here’s where I’m up to: Samson became a human wreck because he lived so 
casually with God. 
 
Samson was indifferent, so cavalier, so offhand when to his relationship with God. 
 
We see it his treatment of his Nazirite vows. 
Remember the vows? 
 
Samson was governed by three practices and each of them have a point. 
 

He had to abstain from wine and intoxicating drinks. 
This was a protest against the surrounding culture where, like in many 
places today, overindulging was endemic and related to sexual worship 
practices. 
 
Samson’s was prohibited from eating anything unclean. 
Samson was devoted to Lord and was to keep himself ‘clean’ not only on 
the outside but in his inner world. 
 
He was also prohibited from cutting his hair. 
Hair was believed to be the symbolic abode of the Spirit, of the 
supernatural; it represented his relationship with God. 

 
These were to protect Samson from himself, help him stay alert to temptation 
and most importantly, tether him to his God. 
 
But Samson distained his vows and slowly but surely he broke every one. 
 
And in distaining his vows Samson was actually showing a total indifference for his 
relationship with God, the One who gave him purpose and meaning and of course 
his strength. 
 
Yet Samson seems so oblivious. 
When the final trap is sprung we read: 

“He awoke from his sleep and said, ‘I will go out as before and [I will] shake 
myself free’.... but he did not know that the Lord had left him.” 

 
It wasn’t about the hair at all.  
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It was the connection to Yahweh, the Lord, which was the source and secret of 
power. 
Samson had forgotten this. 
Living so casually with God had taken its toll. 
 
 
You know, we have a saying for this in New Zealand, don’t we? 
“She’ll be right”. 
 
We have followers of Jesus who say the same.  
 
When it comes to walking with God they are so slapdash, so relaxed, so slipshod 
and sloppy.  
They say, “Me and Jesus, we’re all good! And Jesus, he’ll forgive anything I do if I 
ask him to.” 
 
“I can watch what I like, do what I like with whoever I like, whenever and 
wherever I like.” 
 
It’s like God is a big buddy who affirms and celebrates every decision they ever 
make. 
 
So you have to ask, when people live casually with God, where does that come 
from? 
 
Well I think it has to do with our conception of God. 
 
You know, there is a view that our God is so... super tranquil, so super careful and 
never, never gets upset with people. 
He’s sweet and tender.  
So even keeled.  
So cautious. 
 
You see, what has happened is we’ve made for ourselves a God who is soooo... 
calm, so benign, so genteel, ... so nice.  
 
And the thing is, it’s not only held by a majority out there but also by people who 
are Christians. 
 
And we like this God.  
He’s so easy going that it’s easy to live casually with Him. 
 
But I have to ask, when was the last time you read the Scriptures? 



7 
 

 
When you read the Scriptures, and as we’ve read the book of Judges, we find a 
God who gets fired up! 
We don’t find a God who is meek and mild, we meet a God who at times is mean 
and wild. 
He’s not the kind of God you can treat with indifference. 
 
In response to that some will say, “Well, that’s Old Testament. It’s all different 
now.” 
 
With that thought in mind, come with me to Matthew 7 verse 21: 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but only those who do the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your 
name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many 
miracles?’ 
Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 

 
Matthew chapter 13 verse 47: 

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into 
the lake and caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled 
it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in 
baskets, 
but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50and throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth.” 

 
 
1 Corinthians 10 verse 6: 

“Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts 
on evil things as they did. 
Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: “The people sat 
down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry.” 
We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one 
day twenty-three thousand of them died.  
We should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by 
snakes.” 

 
And what I’ve found is the people who don’t like this God, who want to live 
casually with him are sometimes self-identified Christians who are persistent, 
flagrant and obstinate when it comes to sin and ethical living. 
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So this is not a message for people out there but for us in here. 
 
And to be clear, that is very different from someone wrestling with sin, 
sometimes winning and other times losing, but it losing come humbly before God 
in sorrow for sin 
 

 
-------------------------------- 

 
To finish, please dont’ misunderstand me - He is kind. He is good.  
 

In The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe¸ do you remember the 
conversation Lucy has with Mr and Mrs Beaver about Aslan? Aslan is a Lion, 
symbolizing Jesus. 
Hearing this Lucy is nervous and asks if he’s safe.  
The beavers reply, “Who said anything about safe? 'Course he isn't safe. 
But he's good. He's the King, I tell you.” 

 
God gave His Son to the brutality and torture of a Roman cross. 
And Jesus took upon Himself your sin and my sin and the sin of world. 
He died for your forgiveness and rose again and poured out His Spirit so you could 
be free. 
His love is undeniable. 
 
Yes at times He is tender, but he is also tough – because He loves you. 
 
He does not want our lives to be wasted or wrecked like Samson’s. 
God loved Samson. 
And God knew the kind of challenges he would face and put in place the vows to 
protect him from himself. 
Samson could have been one of the greats but he messed up and missed out on 
his destiny.  
He blew up his life. 
 
St Paul’s I don’t think in general we live casually with God. 
So this is a reminder. 
 
So I have one point this morning: Don’t live casually with God. 
 
We need to learn to never live casually with God, do not be presumptuous, allow 
God space to be Himself.  
 
So is there anywhere where you are living casually with God? 
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Is there some aspect of your connection with God that needs to be addressed? 
 


