
Prayers that we Pray: Part II –  Sermon January 5, 2020      Adrian Taylor 

Prayers That We Pray: Creeds & Confessions of Faith 

This morning we continue our series on Prayers that We Pray.  Today we are going to look at 

Creeds or confessions of faith.   Now you may rightly be thinking that when we say creeds 

together in church we are not actually praying, we are proclaiming.  However, the worshipful act 

of proclaiming a creed allows us to put roots down into fertile ground.  And what springs up from 

that is our spiritual life, our praying life.  So we can approach creeds or confessions prayerfully.  

That being said let me show where we are headed.  First we’ll consider: [slide1]  

What is a Christian creed or confession of faith? [slide 2] then, what are they used for?  

[slide 3] and then, 

How could we use a creed together? 

 

What is a Christian creed or confession of faith? 

A creed quite simply is a summary of belief.  A Christian confession of faith therefore sets out the 

basic principles of doctrine that we hold to as followers of Christ.  They include core statements 

about who God is, who we are in relation to God and each other and the earth, what salvation is 

about and what we can expect from being part of the faith.  We come with a prayerful attitude, 

we proclaim what we believe and we seek to live out.  

So in confessing who God is to us we engage in a prayerful act of worship together. 

One of the earliest and most well-known creeds is the Apostles Creed.  Although informed by 

scripture you won’t find it in scripture.   The Apostles creed, and other creeds like it, ground us in 

those core beliefs of the Trinity, God as Creator, the Incarnation of Christ (that is God in the 

Flesh), the Salvation plan with Christ as its centre, the forgiveness we receive through faith in 

Christ’s work.  Such creeds also articulate the work of the God the Holy Spirit, the communal 

aspects of faith and what the future holds for believers in bodily resurrection and life everlasting 

in the presence of God. 

So I wonder what your experience is.  So here is our question/s to discuss this morning, [slide 4] 

“What is your experience of proclaiming or saying Christian creeds or confessions of faith? Where 

and when have you said them?” 

I’m not sure what you talked about in your groups but I would imagine in this room we would 

find a whole range of experience in saying creeds.  No doubt the experiences would range from 

having nothing to do with them, that is, no experience, to experiencing them as something 

deeply formative in your faith.  We may also find people’s experience of them as something 



mysterious that adults rattled off every week in church when you were young.  Or perhaps some 

people’s experience might be like the video we watched where you recited the creed out loud in 

a church like a robot.  

So what are creeds or confessions of Faith used for? [slide 5] 

Creeds and confessions of faith often turn up in Christian services. They can be important 

markers of events such as baptisms, confirmations, ordinations of ministers or church-wide 

gatherings.  They can also form important parts of the communal act of worship in communion 

services and also in weekly worship services as part of the liturgy. 

Whatever our experience or use of creeds has been, we can be sure that if they are used 

purposefully creeds can be unifying, strengthening and formative acts of faith for the body of 

believers.  It is a way of putting into practice the words of Paul the Apostle from our reading this 

morning,  [slide 6] Colossians 2:6  

“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, rooted and built up in 

him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” 

So with that in mind, today I want us to engage purposefully with a creed. [slide 7]  How could we 

use a creed together?  Well, here’s a creed composed right here in Aotearoa New Zealand for the 

purpose of being used in the Presbyterian Church nationally.  So this is a Kiwi Creed!  It’s called 

[slide 8] Kupu Whakapono or Confession of Faith.  In Maori language, Te Reo, kupu means ‘word’ 

and whakapono means faith.  So it is the expression or articulation of faith. 

One of the things I like about this confession and others like it is that because we stand a say it 

together it is unifying.  If we are having a difficult time or in a place where we cannot believe it 

for ourselves, the body, the people standing next to us carry us and believe for us in a sense.  And 

I think that important. 

Let me walk you through this kiwi creed, so we can become more familiar with it.  Now I’ve 

arranged it so the creed has a leader and response for everyone.  This gives us the opportunity 

for it to be a living conversation or active dialogue. So it goes from the leader to people and 

people to the leader.   It allows us to be present to each other.  It gives us time to process what 

we are saying.  Ultimately I hope that having a leader will make it easy to use and more 

meaningful. [slide9] 

Leader: 

Tihei Mauri ora! The Breath of Life! 

Aotearoa!  Aotearoa New Zealand – this land, this people 

Stand together before God 

Who was before the beginning – 



Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Tihei Mauri ora! The Breath of Life!   

 

Everyone! Stand together in God’s love 

And take your place on this solid ground! 

Everyone! Speak up! 

Let me hear you speak your faith! 

Let me see you live it well! 

What faith do you confess? 

 

So the leader opens by connecting us to God, the origin of all life and breath.   This places us 

together in the created order under God’s dominion and rule.  The leader declares God is outside 

of creation, in community, before creation.  Deep connection is a constant theme of this 

confession. 

Then there is this call to stand together and speak out our faith and the challenge or 

encouragement to put it into action.  And as such the call to stand and speak and live it out sums 

up the entire intention of this prayerful confession.   

It is important to note here the significance of standing together.  There is a Maori word that 

opens up this significance for us.  [slide 10] It is ‘turangawaewae’.  It translates as ‘a place to 

stand’ or a place of belonging or deep connection. [slide 11]  Before we even speak a word 

together we have enacted with our bodies that we stand together.  And as Christians where do 

we stand?  What is our turangawaewae, our place of belonging?  It is the solid ground of God’s 

love!  Yes! We are grounded in the love of God.  [slided 12 picture of forest]  

It’s rather like a picture of a lush forest of trees of all shapes and sizes but all grounded in the 

same soil.  I love this imagery of being grounded like trees in God’s love.  Remember the words 

from Colossians: Continue to live in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith.  

This is what it means to stand together, remembering who stands alongside us, and remembering 

who our faith is grounded in. 

Together we are acknowledging deep connections.  We acknowledge the connection with those 

who believe around the country and globe now even if they be physically separated from us.  We 

acknowledge the connection with those people who have gone away to live somewhere else, like 

closer to grandchildren or away to university to study for instance.  



Another aspect of standing together is that we stand with those who have gone before us in the 

faith.  We are connected with believers that have passed the faith directly onto us.  More than 

that, we are connected with those who have believed throughout history and all the way back to 

the first witnesses and apostles who were given the words of faith directly out of the mouth of 

Jesus.  We were reminded of his direct actions and words in our readings in Matthew and Acts 

today.  At the end of Matthew’s gospel after Jesus is raised from the dead, he charges his 

apostles: Here’s this God-sized thing we’re doing together.  I’ve taught you enough, now go and 

do it.  Pass on the faith; live how I’ve shown you.  And don’t worry I’ll lead you all the way. 

And in the book of the Acts of Apostles Jesus spends over a month after his resurrection 

preparing the disciples and first witnesses for what is next.  Of course the ‘what’s next’ is the 

promise of the Holy Spirit and the spreading of the good news of Christ and the growth of the 

first followers in The Way of Jesus.  Jesus speaks of deep connection [slide12]:  “And when the 

Holy Spirit comes on you, you will be able to be my witnesses in Jerusalem, all over Judea and 

Samaria, even to the ends of the world.”  We are connected to these first believers and 

witnesses, we are given afresh the same charge they were given.  “Go out and train everyone you 

meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father 

Son and Holy Spirit.” We are also given afresh the same promise of deep connection they were 

promised [slide1 13]  “I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end 

of the age.”  

So at the start of this confession we are reminded of our deep connection with God, those 

alongside us, connecting us to our unique place in the world and the connection of those who 

have gone before us. 

From the deep connection to God, each other and every witness before us comes the confession 

of our faith and the charge to live it well, in the now. [slide 14] 

 

Everyone! Stand together in God’s love 

And take your place on this solid ground! 

Everyone! Speak up! 

Let me hear you speak your faith! 

Let me see you live it well! 

What faith do you confess? 

 

All: 



We believe in God the Father,  

Sovereign and holy,  

Creator and nurturer of all,  

Father of Jesus Christ,  

sender of the Holy Spirit,  

and Judge of all – even to the ends of the earth! 

Now you’ll notice the phrase “Even to the ends of the earth”.  This is to remind us of the 

importance of where we stand together – in God’s love, in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

And because this is a conversation, then the leader takes that confession from the people and 

accepts it, and then demands more.  This continues to be the pattern for the rest of the 

confession. 

[Slide 15] 

Leader: 

Go with God then, take up the message of Christ’s love and live it well! 

What else is there? 

 

All: 

We believe in God the Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour,  

truly human and truly divine,  

who lived among us full of grace and truth.   Leader: And then what? 

For our sin he was crucified    Leader: And then what? 

And by the power of God was raised from death,  [slide 16] 

forgiving us, setting us free and bringing to birth God’s new creation.  

Now ascended, he calls us to repentance and faith  

And restores us to God and to one another 

And even to the ends of the earth! 



 

Leader: 

Go with God then, take up the message of Christ’s love and live it well! 

What else is there? 

[slide 17] 

All: 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  

the giver of life at work in all creation,  

who inspired the Scriptures and makes Christ known,  

who transforms hearts and minds  

and gathers us into the community of Christ,  

empowering the Church in worship and in mission 

Even to the ends of the earth! 

 

Leader: 

Go with God then, take up the message of Christ’s love and live it well! 

What else is there? 

[slide 18] 

All: 

We belong to this triune God,  

women and men, young and old, from many nations,  

in Christ he iwi kotahi tatou, [we are one people]  

witnesses to God’s love in word and action,  

servants of reconciliation,  

and stewards of creation – even to the ends of the earth! 

 



Leader: 

Go with God then, take up the message of Christ’s love and live it well! 

What else is there? 

[slide 19] 

All: 

As God’s people,  

we look forward in hope and joy to the return of Christ,  

to the new heaven and earth,  

where evil and death will be no more,  

justice and peace will flourish,  

and we shall forever delight in the glory of God 

Even to the ends of the earth! 

[slide 20] 

All: 

We go with God then, to take up the message of Christ’s love and live it well! 

Amen 

Now if we gotten to this point we’ve made our good confession! 

In terms of deep connection it is also important to note that as Christians we are connected to 

our future reality as outlined in the last stanza.  There is much more I could say on this but for 

now I’ll give you this thought.  How we see the future will ultimately shape how we live in the 

present. 

Out of the deep connections past, present and future comes a call to action. 

And we follow the action of God.  A quick study of all the verbs or doing words attributed to God 

and you’ll see what I mean.  

God, as revealed in the Person of the Father is creating, nurturing, fathering, sending, judging 

God, as revealed in the Person of the Son, Jesus Christ is saving, forgiving, setting free, bringing to 

birth, calling and restoring 



God, as revealed in the Person of the Holy Spirit is giving life, inspiring, illuminating or making 

Christ known, transforming hearts and minds, gathering and empowering and  

We could probably add that the Triune God is commissioning and unifying  

My point is that God is active. In truth God is The Primary Agent of action.  We simply are to live 

in response to God’s powerful and loving action. We co-mission with God – we join God in action 

in the world.  The Kupu Whakapono or confession of faith is an example of saying out loud our 

desire for faith to become action.  In this way we become what we say.  We walk the talk. 

In the confession the verbs associated with us are to actively believe, to actively belong, to 

witness or to point to God’s love with our words and whole lives, to serve and work for God’s 

peace and justice and forgiveness, and to care for creation.  In following God in these actions we 

bring the kingdom to earth.  We inherit Christ’s impossible challenge and charge to go and make 

disciples wherever we are, but remembering that we also inherit Christ’s promise of deep 

connection and presence with us as we go. Choice! 

So by way of response I want us to have a go at saying the confession together purposefully and 

prayerfully.  First we’ll practice it in small groups and then after our final hymn we’ll use it to send 

each other out into God’s world. 

Groups of two or three, assign a leader and go through the confession 


