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Reece Frith 14 – 6 – 20 

 
“God Who Knows Your Future” 

2 Kings 1:1 – 8; Matthew 26:31 – 35 
 
2 Kings 1:1 – 8: 

“After Ahab’s death, Moab rebelled against Israel. 
Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria 
and injured himself. So he sent messengers, saying to them, “Go and 
consult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron, to see if I will recover from this 
injury.” 
But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tishbite, “Go up and meet the 
messengers of the king of Samaria and ask them, ‘Is it because there is no 
God in Israel that you are going off to consult Baal-Zebub, the god of 
Ekron?’ 
Therefore this is what the LORD says: ‘You will not leave the bed you are 
lying on. You will certainly die!’” So Elijah went. 
When the messengers returned to the king, he asked them, “Why have you 
come back?” 
“A man came to meet us,” they replied. “And he said to us, ‘Go back to the 
king who sent you and tell him, “This is what the LORD says: Is it because 
there is no God in Israel that you are sending messengers to consult Baal-
Zebub, the god of Ekron? Therefore you will not leave the bed you are lying 
on. You will certainly die!”’” 
The king asked them, “What kind of man was it who came to meet you and 
told you this?” 
They replied, “He had a garment of hair and had a leather belt around his 
waist.” 
The king said, “That was Elijah the Tishbite.” 

 
Matthew 26:31 – 35:  

“Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of 
me, for it is written: 

“ ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be 
scattered.’ 

But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee. 
Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 
“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three times.” 
But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” 
And all the other disciples said the same.” 
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So two stories this morning – what’s the common theme? 
Tell the person next to you. 
 
Both speak of God’s knowledge of the future. 
 
King Ahaziah has an accident in his home after falling.  
And he’s actually in good company. 
 

Home is typically the place we feel safest but it's actually the most 
dangerous place in New Zealand with more than 1.3 million injuries in and 
around the home in 2019. Falling over is the most common way of injuring 
yourself in New Zealand. 

If you're under 19 years old, you're more likely to be injured through a fall, 
but if you’re aged 65+ the injuries will be more acute. 

 
Ahaziah was young when he had his fall but it seems his injury was so severe that 
he wondered what lay in store for him. 
 
In times of uncertainty and displacement one of the first questions people ask is 
what is going to happen to us? 
People today are deeply concerned about the future. 
They’re fearful about their jobs and income, their homes and future prospects.  
 
It’s here in his pain that Ahaziah makes a terrible error of judgement – he consults 
the god of Ekron, who was known as Baal-zebub, the dung god, the “lord of the 
flies”.  
As an Israelite he should have known better than to consult pagan deities and the 
practices that came with them, including consulting spirits and human sacrifice. 
 
Little has changed. Ahaziah needed to ‘shut the gate’ on these practices but never 
did. Today people consult clairvoyants, mediums and tarot readers when they 
want to know what will happen to them, and some of these people go to church. 
 
His messengers though are confronted by Elijah, who asks. “Why didn’t you 
consult the God of the Universe?”  
God is omniscient – he is all knowing and so He’s knows the future. 
Why not talk to Him? 
 
Then there’s Peter. 
What was Peter’s problem? 
Jesus knew Peter’s future and told him what was to come. 
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Peter though was so confident that “Even if all fall away on account of you, I 
never will.” 
Sure enough not long afterwards Peter betrays the Lord in exactly the way Jesus 
said he would. 
Peter’s problem was that he thought he knew his future and so he wasn’t open to 
any outside guidance.  
Jesus was trying to prepare him for what was to come.  
 
These are the Biblical accounts and God hasn’t changed. 
There is Someone at the centre of the Universe who knows the future. 
 
And so my question this morning is this: 

“Have you ever had a time when God has revealed the future to you?” 
Maybe in was in short form – a word and a short sentence. 
Maybe visually or audibly.  
It could have been a dream or an impression. 
 
If you feel comfortable, tell the person next to you. 
 

Who here is familiar with the story of Brother Yun, “the heavenly man”? 
Yun was imprisoned in China for his faith before he escaped. He and his 
family were relocating to Germany via Myanmar and Thailand when two 
nights before leaving he had a dream. In his dream he saw that his son 
safely passed through customs and crossed over the border but when he 
attempted to do the same he was detained. Two days later that is exactly 
what happened. The authorities accused him of being a spy and imprisoned 
him in Yangon City. 
 
There he was met with conditions they no person is meant to exist in. 
10,000 men were allowed a two minute shower every four days.  
Yun wrote, “No words can adequately describe the conditions there. Many 
of the prisoners suffered from AIDS and a large number had leprosy. The 
smell of rotting flesh invaded every corner of the dark, forsaken facility, 
where precious souls are left to die in silence.” 
 
For no reason at all Yun was sentenced to seven years in a hell hole. During 
his time he became infested with parasites and could see worms crawling 
under his skin. A plague swept through the prison and he became so sick he 
had to be taken to the prison hospital. Even so he saw a number of people 
come to Jesus for the first time.  
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Then one day Yun received a whisper in his spirit. He was told by God that 
in seven months he would be released. True to that promise, on September 
18, 2001 Brother Yun was taken from prison and assisted onto a plane 
bound for Germany.  

 
When I was 17 I heard a whisper that changed the course of my life – my 
call to ordained ministry. Months later someone prayed over and had a 
picture of me pastoring and preaching before hundreds of people. 

 
God who meets us in the present can communicate the future in a multitude of 
ways: 

Dreams and visions, which are waking dreams, 
Audible voices and thoughts that drop into our heads, 
Pictures, impressions and new desires, 
Passages of Scripture, prophecies and words of knowledge,  
Angels and divinely sent people, 
Coincidences and God given inspiration. 

 
Of course, all of these need to tested and evaluated with Scripture as our 
supreme rule of faith and yet we shouldn’t easily dismiss them. 
 
The God who knows the future, knows the future you will have. 
Many Christians have questions about their future but fail to ask God.  
 
Here’s the thing: God doesn’t always reveal the details – dates and times and 
places.  
What God can do is prepare you for what is ahead. 

 
The night before a friend of mine was to take a new pastoral position he 
had vivid dream. In that dream he was speaking to the church and small 
fires began to break out all around the walls of the building. These weren’t 
fires of renewal but the fires of persecution. As the fires broke out he heard 
voice urging him to continue speaking the truth. 
Sure enough for the next nine months he found himself battling all sorts of 
issues and criticisms that eventually led to his resignation. All the while 
though he committed himself to speaking the truth.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Jesus will prepare us for what our future knowing what you need to hear.  
 
So what’s the takeaway? 
 
The smartest thing that we can do is to spend more time with Him.  
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We give quality time to a lot of relationships in our live – family, friends, work 
colleagues, pets and team mates. 
We need quality time with the One who is our most intimate companion, God our 
Father, Jesus our Friend and King, and Holy Spirit who gives counsel. 
Spending more time with Jesus helps to prepare us for the future he knows that 
we will have. 
 
With this comes another aspect we need to nurture in our lives: attentiveness. 
 
Often God speaks to us in our most unguarded moments; in those private places 
like the shower or when we’re going about daily lives. 
A thought or idea suddenly gate-crashes your consciousness and you say to 
yourself, “Where on earth did that come from???” 
 
We need to capture those moments and not rush on.  
I mean, until recently, hurry sickness was an epidemic of our time. 
 
Without the ability to pause we may be missing the voice of the One who holds 
our future in His hands.   
 
Be open to the God who knows your future.  
 
 
 
 


