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Reece Frith 17 – 11 – 19 

 
“I Believe” 

Matthew 3:4 – 10; John 8:31 – 39 
 
So kicks things off: who woke in a quiet, slow way this morning.  
No rush, no hurry. Maybe you lay in bed for awhile, kind of half awake and half 
asleep?  
 
Who on the other hand had a rude awakening, a sudden sharp, shock?  
It might have an alarm in the form of an alarm clock, or your mobile phone, or 
even in the form of a child? 
 
 
Next question: when you came to faith was it something that happened slowly? 
Maybe it was part of your family background but it took months, years and 
decades? 
 
Or was it a ‘blinded by the light’ moment? You had this sudden epiphany, this 
moment in time where one moment you didn’t believe, and the next you did? 
 
Like of Paul on the road to Tarsus – here’s a painting here: 
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Paul knocked from his horse – which isn’t in any of the Biblical accounts.  
 
So if you feel comfortable, tell the person next to you about your conversion 
experience.  
 
For me it was both – anyone else in that category? 

From my earliest memories I was aware of the spiritual realm, and I have to 
say that initially I was drawn to the darker side of that realm. 
However, as I’ve shared before, there were a number of people who 
shared the story of Jesus with me until one day I got down on my knees 
and gave my life over to Christ.  

 
That was the first step on my faith journey. 
 
And it’s that’s what I felt to talk about this morning – faith. 
 
It’s a biblical word, it’s word that gets used a lot in and outside of church. 
I also think at times it’s a misunderstood word, a misused word and mishandled 
word. 
 
So what is faith? 
I mean, how would you define ‘faith’? 
 
Tell the person next to you. 
 

Faith 
 

 
 

Belief 

Allegiance Trust 
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Belief – Accepting and acknowledging that certain things are true about God and 
what he has done in the world.  
As followers of Jesus we specifically believe that Jesus is the world’s true King and 
that God raised from him from the dead. 
We recite the Apostles Creed which is summary of those aspects the Christian 
religion acknowledges as true.   
 
The misunderstanding for some people is that faith stops here; but Biblical faith 
includes much more. 
 
Trust – Having confidence, conviction, assurance in God. Faith is putting my trust 
in God, having the heart conviction that he will be true to His word.  
It is also personal; an intimate confidence in Christ.  
So it is one to thing to say Jesus died and rose again – it’s another to say that 
Jesus died and rose again for me.  
 
Allegiance – Loving loyalty to the King. It’s giving our hearts highest commitment 
to Him alone. It is manifests itself in obedience. In the face of opposition and 
competing claims on my life, it says I will bend the knee and bow my heart to no 
other. 
 
So these all incorporate what it means to have faith. 
It is also a verb. Faith is acting. At some point faith in God is shown in our actions.  
 

Financial giving is an act of faith.  We believe it is the right thing to do. We 
trust that our giving will be stewarded well but more than that we trust 
that God will provide. We also give to say that money will not occupy the 
highest place in my heart.  
 
Prayer is an act of faith. Again, we find the encouragement to prayer. We 
trust that we have a loving God who hears and answers us. And again we 
also pray because we want to give our highest loyalty to God alone.  
 
Preaching is an act of faith. Preaching of the Word is inscribed throughout 
Scripture and from the beginning of the Church. We a preacher takes the 
pulpit they trust the Spirit will be at work in the hearts of the people. And 
again it’s statement; it’s saying the God’s Word matters more in my life 
than anyone else’s. 

 
In fact much of the Christian life is an act of faith. 
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All of this encapsulates what the biblical meaning of faith.  
 
At this point there are people who say, “Belief in an unseen God, who is Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit and also in angels and demons, who are also unseen is 
ridiculous in the 21st century. Faith is irrational.”  
 
So how would you respond to that? 
 

 “Is faith in the unseen rational?” 
  
My response is this: a couple of years ago we went on a family trip to Australia 
and we flew there.  
 

I trusted that the pilot and co-pilot were qualified and were present in the 
cockpit.  
I heard the captain’s voice at one stage, but I never saw them at any point 
in the journey. The hosts and hostesses could tell they’re real but why 
should I take their word for it.  
 
Let me take that a step further. 
Not only are there pilots but there also a traffic control tower that again is 
supposed to house qualified competent people who I cannot and do not 
see.  
Someone might say, I could see them if I wanted to. My response would be: 
try it 

 
 
The third aspect of faith I want to talk about this morning is found in our readings 
where John the Baptiser and Jesus encounter the Pharisees. 
 
The Pharisees are portrayed as being the bad guys. 
 
Did they believe? 
Well, absolutely, yes. 
They were believers in Yahweh, the Lord, Israel’s God. 
They knew the Scripture inside and out; they emphasised personal holiness, 
practiced set times of fasting and prayer, and gave to those in need.  
 
They were good guys and yet... they come under severe criticism from John the 
Baptist and then Jesus. 
 
But what was it about the Pharisee’s the created such disapproval? 
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I think, among many things, it was in the area of faith.  
 

And to tease this out let me tell you a story of a man who early on in his life 
decided to give himself to Christian ministry. 
 
He grew up in as a preacher’s kid and his father and mother were very 
devout, committed Christians. When they reached the stage of being able 
to walk and talk he and his brothers and sisters were taught to read. By the 
time he left primary he and his siblings were expected to become proficient 
in Latin and Greek and to have learned major portions of the New 
Testament by heart.  
 
When he left university he was ordained as an Anglican priest and then 
returned there to be a lecturer.  
While there he joined a group that was devoted to living a holy life.  
The group met daily from six until nine for prayer, psalms, and reading of 
the Greek New Testament. They prayed every waking hour for several 
minutes and and fasted on Wednesdays and Fridays until three 
o'clock. They also took up the practice of visiting prisoners in jail.  

 
Not long after this he embarked on a missionary venture to the America. 
His missionary work was short lived and bore little fruit. The church he 
planted gave him the boot.  
He felt his enterprise in America was a failure and utter disaster. 
At that time he wrote in his journal:  
“I went to America’s to convert the Indians, but O, who shall convert me?” 
 
He was ordained. He preached, taught, wrote, prayed, fasted, visited, 
translated, composed hymns, and even gave himself to missionary work — 
and yet he had an unease in his spirit. He just didn’t know if he acceptable 
to God. 
 
Then one evening, reluctantly he went to a Bible study, and it was there 
that he said that his heart felt strangely warmed.  
And of course I’m talking about John Wesley.  
 
Wesley went on to write: 
“I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was 
given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from 
the law of sin and death.” 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psalm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fasting
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There was something about the Pharisee’s faith and John Wesley’s faith that was 
deficient. 
 
I think it was this: they had an inherited faith. 
 
They believed in God and yet it wasn’t deeply personal.  
In the face of criticism the Pharisees appealed to what Abraham’s faith and what 
Abraham had done and Abraham’s relationship with God... but not their own.  
 
Their security and identity was tied up with Abraham. 
 
And John Wesley grew up in a Christian home which he owned, but there was a 
deficiency – it wasn’t personal. His security and identity was tied up in his family 
upbringing.  
 
And it is this personal trust or faith that is missing in some people’s lives, and 
applies to whether you go to a Presbyterian, Anglican, Baptist or Pentecostal 
church.  
 
It makes all the difference.  
You see this in the life of Paul. 
Turn with me to Philippians chapter 3 verse 4. This is one Paul’s auto-biographical 
accounts: 
 

“If others think they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 
more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for 
zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, 
faultless. 
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 
What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not 
having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which 
is through faith in Christ – the righteousness that comes from God on the 
basis of faith.” 

 
Paul didn’t go from one religion to another by the way; he received a fuller 
revelation of what he already knew.  
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Paul had an inherited faith, which he pursued with a zealous devotion... but it 
wasn’t enough. 
 
In comparison to knowing Jesus, it was only fit for the dump. 
 
 

-------------------------------- 
 
Is it wrong having an inherited faith? 
Well, no.  
 
For those in who baptised or dedicated our children to the Lord, we made 
promises – to bring up in children in the faith of the Gospel and the fellowship of 
the Church.  
 
Inherited faith isn’t wrong – it’s just not enough. 
At some point, you have to own it for yourself. 
 
And here’s the thing: some people like John Wesley live for years on the inherited 
faith of their parents. 
 
It may be this morning that your faith is an inherited one but it’s not your own. 
 
You know the Bible stories and the songs and church has been part of life for 
years if not decades, but as far that personal aspect of trust in Jesus, of knowing 
Him, it’s not there.  
 
 
 
 
  


