
1 
 

Reece Frith 8 – 11 – 20 

 
Themes in Judges – 

“The Kingship of God” 
 

 

 
 
Well this morning we come to the third theme found in the book of Judges. 
 
Last week we looked at... God’s faithfulness. 
Despite the carnage and the tragedy, guts and the gore – the persistent love of 
God continues towards a flawed people. 
It’s shown in that Judges isn’t the last book of the Bible and is fully expressed in 
Jesus. 
God remains loyal to humanity and creation, promising to one day make it good 
and right and just. 
 
Then the week before that we talked about the threat of idolatry, both then and 
now. 
 
So if you’ve taken time to read the ending of Judges, then you know it’s not for 
the faint of heart. 
 
What we’ve witness through the whole of Judges is the unravelling of Israel. 
Where we get to now, is that Israel reaches its lowest point - In the last four 
chapters as Israel as a whole is in a death spiral. 
 
It’s a sobering story of individual and social disintegration. 
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There’s idolatry, mass murder, violent sexual assault and civil war – which are all 
appalling in themselves.  
What makes it more so is that these happen among God’s own people. 
 
And in these four chapters we encounter a phrase four times. 
 
Judges chapter 17 verses 5 and 6: 

“Now this man Micah had a shrine, and he made an ephod and some 
household gods and installed one of his sons as his priest. 
In those days Israel had no king; everyone did what was right in their own 
eyes.” 

 
Then in the last chapter of Judges, Judges chapter 21 verse 25 we read again: 

“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did what was right in their own 
eyes.” 

 
In other words the author of Judges links Israel’s decline to the absence of a 
monarch.  
Without a king the people societal breakdown. 
Moral decline and absence of a king are sides of the same coin.  
 
And with what some people do is that say, “There you go! What we need is strong 
leadership, someone who will take command and stamp their mark!” 
 
And they also say, “And thankfully God established kings and people like King 
David.” 
 
It is not saying that. 
In the end the Israel and Judah’s monarchy was a disaster. 
 
So what is this phrase saying? 
 
Come with me to 1 Samuel 8 verse 4. 
Samuel was Israel’s last Judge and also a prophet. 
Israel comes to Samuel demanding that they have a king just like all the other 
nations around them: 
 

“So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 
Ramah. They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your 
ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have.” 
 
But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel; so 
he prayed to the LORD.  
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And the LORD told him: “Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is 
not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king.”  

 
Israel had a king; but they rejected Him. 
 
What we discover is behind this violence and corruption and carnage, is the 
absence of God. 
 
God does not abandon Israel; Israel abandons Yahweh , the Lord, as their King. 
 
And again it’s not surprising that many people look around the world at the 
moment say that Western society is a society in decline.  
 

 Abortion up until birth and euthanasia are seen by many, many people as 
morally good, to be affirmed and embrace.  

 We continue to have staggeringly high child abuse rates and elderly abuse 
and neglect is climbing.  

 We have shockingly terrible suicide rates among young people, especially 
young men.  

 We have a sexual ethic that says that whatever happens between two or 
more consenting adults is fine.  

 We’re seeing the re-emergence and embrace of Marxist socialism even 
though it led to the deaths of hundred million people in the last century. 

 
And you know, a society the abandons God eventually finds itself in decline. 
 
But you know, what did the Apostle Paul say? 

“What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church?  
Are you not to judge those inside? 
God will judge those outside.” 1 

 
Instead we are to remind ourselves that we are a part of a different kingdom. 
 
I mean, Jesus came proclaiming the good news of God. 

“The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent and believe the good news! 

 
And then for the forty days between his resurrection and ascension spoke 
about...?  
The Kingdom of God. 
 

                                                
1
 1 Corinthians 5:12, 13.  
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When Jesus is talking about the kingdom of God as good news what is He talking 
about? 
 
So as a reminder, Jesus talked about the kingdom of God, He’s talking about 
Himself.  
The kingdom has a king, and Jesus is saying he is the king in the kingdom. 
 
In other words Jesus was saying the world desperately needs a new ruler and I am 
it. 
 
Jesus is talking about himself as the worlds true King who invites people to come 
under His good rule. 
 
And Jesus established this rule in his birth, in his miracles, in his teaching and in his 
life. 
 
When you read the story, it’s all about Jesus who, innocent as He was, died at the 
hands of cruel oppressors. 
 
Yet Jesus overcame all this and rose from the dead in the power of the Spirit as a 
sign of God’s absolute approval. 
 
So in Jesus we have Israel’s true King who is also the world’s true King. 
 
Now, what is it that Jesus does as King? 
Well as King, he rules and he reigns, and he establishes His rule in lives and hearts 
of people. 
 
And as King, Jesus gives orders and commands. 
 
And I’ve said before, when we Kiwis hear that He gives orders, often we Kiwi’s hit 
the roof!  
If we’re honest, there is something in our culture, in our collective DNA where the 
Kiwi person does not like to be told what to do! 
 
So some people say, “Well, who does He think He is, telling me what to do?” 
 
So here’s my next question: 

“How would you explain that to someone who is not a Christian?” 
 
You know this year, we’ve become accustomed to taking orders. 
True? 
Lock down, having your own bubble, physical distancing. 
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And by and large we followed this orders for our own good and for the good of 
those around us. 
 
And when Jesus gives orders and commands he doesn’t do so as a power hungry 
megalomaniac, but someone who desires your good and my good and the good of 
the whole world. 
When he gives a command, it’s for your good. 
When he gives orders, it’s for the sake of a lost world. 
 
Even so, some people just won’t understand. 
 

There was solicitor who took Jesus’ words seriously and gave up a lucrative 
law practice to spend his life helping poor people obtain decent housing. 
One day, his wealthy brother confronted him by saying, “Look at what 
you’re doing with your life.” The brother went on to say, “Don’t get me 
wrong. I believe in being a Christian, up to a point.” 

 
------------------------------ 

 
So the question for us not about the wider world, the question for us is: 
“What happens when the kingship of God is forgotten by the church Christians?” 
What do you think? 
Tell the person next to you. 
 
Now, I don’t think churches devolve into mass murderers and commit act of 
violent assault.  
 
But we do have to ask, what happened in Judges when forgot their God as King? 
Israel increasingly becomes like the nations around them.  
They adopt their idols and their worship practices.  
The ‘values’ of the culture are adopted as a opposed to the Lord’s. 
 
“They did what was right in their own eyes” and it becomes so bad that you 
couldn’t tell the Israelites apart from Canaanites anymore.  
 
And sometimes it does manifest in ways that are foul and wrong. 
 

I read that in part of the world that a particular church has a practice where 
a chaplain will go and physically bless all of kinds a military weapons, an 
Intercontinental Ballistic Missile to new assault rifles, fighter aircraft, and 
tanks.  
(And to be clear, we’re not talking about the United States). 
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Again I read another about a group clergy (sorry we seem to lead the way in 
doing dumb things at times) and what they did is they went to a clinic. 
They gathered there – about ten of them – and they prayed and sung and 
they blessed the space and the staff and the practice of this abortion clinic.  

 
Those are extreme examples. 
 
For us they will be more ordinary, because to live under Jesus as King is a 
challenge. 
Jesus says, to each and every one of us in an ordinary, everyday lives, “Come 
follow me.” 
 
This crashes headlong into the Western world’s prime value – radical self-
autonomy. 
 
Now has imbued in us autonomy; he had created us as decision makers. 
 
Radical self-autonomy about excessive self-regard and self-rule, choosing self over 
God; becoming a law unto ourselves. 
 
It’s about making ethical and moral decisions without reference to God. 
 
It’s seceding from God’s rule, His good rule with the belief that we can choose 
what was best. 
 
It’s rejecting their creaturely status and dependence on God. 
 
It’s chooseing self-will over God’s rule. 
 
There is this common thought that by ejecting God from the world, we are left 
with a blank page. 
 
Israel’s failure was abandoning God and becoming just like the nations around 
them.  
But Jesus calls us to live under His kingship, to live in a different way.  
That means we will value the unborn and the elderly, and comfort the sick and the 
dying. 
 
We will say to children that this is a place of safety and to young people, Jesus can 
give you meaning, purpose and hope.  
We will hold to the sexual ethic ordained in creation. 
 
We won’t compete but prefer other above ourselves.  
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We’ll make space and de-centre so that others gifts can grow and flourish. 
 
And when things don’t go well, we won’t moan and groan and grumble behind 
peoples backs, but will seek a way forward. 
  
In other words, out of faithfulness to God, we will be a counter-cultural people. 
 
And that means we will be out of step with the world around us at times.  
At times that will be an uncomfortable place to be, but it will be the best place to 
be. 

------------------------------ 
 
So to close, two things: 

 
When Constantine adopted the Christian religion as the religion of the 
empire the armies of Rome became Christianised overnight.  
The leader of one Roman legion ordered his soldiers to march into the 
Mediterranean Sea and stoop under the water for a mass baptism into the 
church. 
 
But crucially the general told his troops that as they went under the water, 
each man should hold up the arm that he used to hold his sword in battle to 
keep that arm from being baptized. 
The symbolism was clear, and potent: yes, his men could be Christians – 
except when it came to killing the enemies of Rome. 2 

 
Is there something so to speak, that you’re holding above the waterline? 
Something you’re holding back from being under the kingship of God? 
 
The other thing is that Jesus doesn’t just give orders.  
He gives you a hope that’s unshakable. 
He is King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 
And one day the kingdoms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
Christ. 
 
Until that day, whatever happens, we still live under the king who has the final 
say- so. 
 

                                                
2
 Tony Campolo, Letters to a Young Evangelical (Philadelphia: Basic Books, 2006), 184.  


