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Reece Frith 7 – 6 – 2020 

 
 The Call to Conversion   

 
“After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God. “The time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come 
near. Repent and believe the good news!” 

       Mark 1:14 – 15 
 

“If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  
For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved.”  

       Romans 10:9 – 10 
 
 
Okay, so this morning, who was woken by a loud, blaring alarm clock? 
The alarm went off and you jumped out of bed and got ready to face the day? 
 
Who here took the long slow process to waking up? Half asleep, half awake, not 
sure which is which until you finally recognise another day has begun? 
 
Maybe many of us are somewhere in between. 
 
Now, when you think about your coming to faith in Jesus, was it for you an 
‘alarm clock’ moment, or was it gradual? 
 
Was it like night one moment and day the next, what’s called a ‘crisis’ moment? 
Or was it this realisation that one day, “Yeah, you know what, I have given my life 
over to Jesus”? 
 
If you feel comfortable, tell the person next to you. 
If you’re a guest here, welcome.  
Feel free to listen in. 
 
So anyone in the first group – you know the time and moment? 
Who’s the classic example of this in the Bible? 
I think it’s Paul of Tarsus who became the Paul the Apostle. 
I mean, one moment he was persecuting the believers and the next he was 
literally blinded by the light of Jesus. 
 
Anyone in the second group? 
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Is there anyone in Scripture who was like this? 
I think maybe Peter and the other disciples. 
 
What’s the term we use for this decisive moment in time or gradual awakening? 
Well it’s the word, conversion.  
 
In recent times the church has shied away from using the language around 
conversion and making converts.  
For some it has connotations of making converts through human compulsion 
which I agree is awful. 
But conversion isn’t about manipulating or coercing someone into making a 
decision. 
 
At the core of conversion is King Jesus and conversion is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in human hearts. 
In fact we’re told by Paul, “no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy 
Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3) 
 
So when Jesus is talking about the kingdom of God – to repent and believe the 
good news – he is talking about himself. 
In the kingdom there is a king and his name is Jesus. 
Jesus is the king the kingdom. 
 
God rules through King Jesus, and King Jesus’ citizens live under him. 
 
As King he comes to establish his rule in hearts and lives of people. 
It’s an invitation to new life.  
 
People of the kingdom are those who have bowed their hearts and bent their 
knees to King Jesus. 
It’s a radical change in direction, affection and course correction centred on King 
Jesus. 
 
By the way, you may have missed this in the news this morning. 
 

Due to the Covid-19 event the International Rugby Board announced last 
night that it has immediately removed country eligibility laws in order to 
revive the game.  
Regardless of their previous alignment a player may now play for another 
country as long as there are parent or grandparent links.  
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Following this statement Beauden Barrett has immediately committed 
himself to play for the Australian Wallabies from 2020 onwards. 
Barrett, whose grandparents hail from New South Wales, says he is excited 
at the prospect after 83 tests for All Blacks.  
“I’ve loved every minute of playing for the All Blacks but this is a great 
opportunity and a new challenge.” 
There is no word yet from brothers Scott or Jordie. 

 
Actually, All Blacks fans, you can all sigh with relief – I made that all up .  
 
But here’s the thing: that is what conversion is like. 
That’s actually how dramatic it is. 
It is a radical change of one loyalty to another.  
 
Conversion is to receive new life and be governed by obedience to King Jesus 
above all else. 
 
Whatever master we used to serve we are now mastered by Jesus. 
 

I don’t know if many of you have heard Sy Rogers speak and share his story. 
Sy was an amazing communicator with a passionate love for Jesus who 
came out the LGBT scene in the 1980’s.  
  
Sy had a way of talking how God could heal sexual brokenness and he said 
these words: 
“Sex is a powerful master. But I can also tell you this … God is a more 
powerful master. You can serve your desires or you can bring your desires 
to God, admit them and submit them, and experience his mastery over 
mind and body.” 

 
So conversion, does at some point, whether in our quiet awakening or crisis 
moment, make a decision about King Jesus.  
 
It’s saying to ourselves, family and friends: I now belong to Jesus and no other – 
not to money, majority thinking or whatever. 
A sign goes up over your head: “Now under new ownership”.  
 
That’s what it’s like. 
 
But here’s the question that comes with it: 

“Is conversion something that happens once?” 
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What do you think? 
Have a chat and tell the person next to you. 
 
Here’s where I’m up to: yes… and… no. 
 
I do think there is a line in the sand where we cross over – but that’s only the 
beginning, not the end. 
 

I mean, many of you know my story, coming from a non-Christian home, 
where I was given a Bible at high school, a little New Testament, which I 
devoured.  
I spiritually starving and this was the only thing that could meet the hunger. 
As I read it was like every page was addressed to me personally. And most 
all I discovered and met this remarkable person called Jesus – that it him is 
life and apart from him there great loss that reaches into eternity. 
And at the back of this Bible was a prayer where I could give my life over to 
Him. So one day in my mid-teens, in the privacy of my bedroom, I knelt 
down and prayed, giving the reigns of my life over to Him. 
That was the line in the sand moment. 
 
About a year later as I was reading my Bible again and it was like Jesus put 
his finger on area of my life I needed to get sorted – I believed in my heart 
but I hadn’t confessed with my mouth. I hadn’t told anyone. So I needed to 
come out of the closet – the prayer closet.  
It was another conversion moment. 
So one day not long afterwards I went to the Christian group at school, that 
same evening I went to a local youth group and the following Sunday I 
starting attending to church. Not long after that, with fear and trembling, I 
confessed my faith in front of hundreds of people and was baptized. 
 
Then years after that, I had another conversion experience. I went church 
but it was about me and Jesus, Jesus and me. Yet as I read the Bible I began 
to see that the Jesus was someone who gave his life away for others and 
the first followers did the same. And that this book was written not to 
individuals but to groups of people. I had to say to myself, “It’s not all 
about me”.  
I was converted to this community called the church.  

 
The Reformer Martin Luther said that the last two areas of person’s life to be 
converted is their tongues and their wallets. 
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Maybe you made at some point in your life you made a commitment but failed to 
surrender to Christ. 
Perhaps you said with your lips “Jesus is Lord” but your heart did not respond. 
Maybe you’ve given yourself to the church for decades but you’ve never given 
yourself to King Jesus. 
 
Perhaps you thought being a Christian was a decision to be good when actually 
it’s a decision to belong to God. 
 
So it may be that some of us are at a crossroads this morning. 
 
You don’t simply need an attitudinal adjustment but a change in affection. 
 
You may have an allegiance issue to sort out – your primary loyalty lies 
somewhere else.  
 
And so then the question is, what’s the means, what’s the channel? 
 

Did you know that Muslims are not simply born into their faith?  
To become a Muslim you have to say the shahada – “There is no god but 
Allah, and Mohammad is the prophet of Allah.” This has to be said in front 
of two or more witnesses.  

 
What is it for you this morning? 
 
For some of us it could be baptism.  
 
Maybe it is coming forward and having a chat with me after the service. 
 
Or it could be getting in touch with me during the week for coffee. I’m always 
open to that.  
 
Maybe in the privacy of your own room you need to kneel before King Jesus.  
 
 
 


