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Reece Frith 28 -3 - 21 

 
“Palm Sunday” 
Mark 11:1 - 11 

 
Okay, so this morning we come a story that if you’ve been a part church for some 
time, you’ll be familiar with - Palm Sunday. 
 
In the day that Jesus visited Jerusalem the air would have been electric. 
 
What is taking place through the actions and language of the people was a 
proclamation of Jesus’ kingship.  
 
For one thing, “You don’t spread cloaks on the road - especially in dusty dry 
Middle East! – for a friend, or even for a respected senior member of your family.  
 
You do it for royalty. And you don’t cut branches off trees, or foliage from the 
fields, to wave in the streets just because you feel somewhat elated.  
You do it because you’re welcoming a King.” 1 
 
Their shouts add ever greater emphasis. 
“Hosanna” has no clear English translation.  
It can be read as “Save” or Save now.”  
What it is, is a both an exuberant word of praise to God and a prayer that God will 
save His people, right here, right now. 
“Blessed” is a way of saying welcome.  
 
The entire thrust of this entire passage is this – in Jesus we have the true and 
rightful King and Saviour.  
 
That was then, but what about today? 
Some centuries later, in another country far removed the time of Jesus, what do 
we do? 
 

“If Jesus is King, what is our appropriate response?” 
 
 
 
 
Worship is one - words and songs of praise and thanksgiving. 

                                                
1
 Tom Wright, Mark for Everyone (London: SPCK, 2002), 147.  
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Jesus didn’t dissuade the crowds - did you notice that? 
Worship is the appropriate response to that which is good and beautiful and 
praiseworthy.  
It is an expression of love. 
And worship also does something in us. It helps us connect to our God especially 
at the level of our affections. 
 
Hope is. 
Hope is means an alternative future. 
When the people saw Jesus coming into Jerusalem - wow! 
It’s like their lives opened up to new possibilities.  
In King Jesus the hopes of a people were going to be fulfilled.  
And for us it’s reminder that King Jesus can overrule in our lives. 
 
Service is. 
Service is a subset of worship where we offer up our assets and abilities. 
The laying down of cloaks and the use of donkey.  
Is our property at his disposal? 
We’ve already talked about this some weeks ago when we looked at money.  
 
The word I kept coming back to this week was obedience. 
 
I said a couple of years ago, in terms of Christian language ‘obedience’ has fallen 
on hard times.  
We hear the word ‘Grace’ – yes.  
Love- absolutely.  
Welcome – yup.  
Worship, the cross and faith – amen.  
All good words that I want to absolutely say “Yes” to.  
But when it comes to obedience... we don’t hear it so much. 
 
In fact I would say it’s almost a dirty word in some circles.  
 

So my next question: 
“Why do you think ‘obedience’ as a Christian word has fallen on hard times? 
 

 We’ve talked about this before but in wider Western culture is the central 
value of radical self-autonomy, this excessive self-regard. In other words 
meaning and purpose found in being in love with ourselves. 
So the suggestion that someone else can have say-so over my life will 
inhibit my authenticity and true-self.  
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 What has also emerged within the Christian culture is that we think we can 
have an egalitarian relationship with God, in other words God is our equal. 
We reduce God to be only being our Friend.  

 
When you read Scripture it is a hierarchical relationship. 
He does actually tell us how to live our lives. 
He does not affirm all our decisions and choices. 
“Jesus is Lord” is the earliest Christian confession, and Lord means ‘master’ 
the One who we both revere and defer. 

 
So that’s another reason. 
 

 And it has to be said that ‘obedience’ as a concept has been abused by 
leaders in churches. 
And at this point it might be good to remind ourselves, what spiritual abuse 
is and isn’t. 
These are taken from some authors who have studied spiritual abuse in the 
church: 

 

 Is it unsafe when a spiritual leader, who has the responsibility to make 
final decisions, uses his or her judgment and chooses to go against your 
opinion? NO.  
It is unsafe, however, if someone’s opposing view is used to devalue a 
person’s spirituality. 

 Is it unsafe when a Christian confronts another Christian because of sin 
etc? NO.  
But it is abusive when that is done to shame or discredit. 

 Is it unsafe when a leader asks someone to step down from a ministry 
because of problems?  
NO. 
But it is unsafe when they are asked to step down through manipulation 
or dishonesty. 

 Is it unsafe leadership to disagree with someone, whether over 
doctrines or other issues, even in public? 
NO.  
But it is unsafe if when we fight over an issue we fight unfairly. 2 

 
 
So there all these factors at work. 
 

                                                
2
 David Johnson & Jeff Van Vonderen, The Subtle Power of Spiritual Abuse (Bethany House, 1991), 24.  
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For most of us though I think the issue is this: we hear the word obedience, we 
think, “Oh no... what is God going to ask me to do???” 
 
That was me as a young, new follower of Jesus.  
There were times when I genuinely afraid of what he require me to do.  
I’m sure I’m not alone. 
 

I mean, every time I’ve preached about the rich young ruler who Jesus told 
to sell it all up and give to the poor. 
Inevitably, someone will come up to me afterwards and ask, “Jesus won’t 
ask that of me will he???” 
And I say, “I don’t know. He might.”  

 
But you know, he may but often he begins with not the big stuff but the small 
stuff.  
I mean even in this passage Jesus gives a clear command to his disciples to go and 
borrow a donkey. It seems it already prearranged somehow, and it has huge 
ramifications but it’s all very straight forward. 
 
If we are to be disciples who are faithful to the God revealed in Scripture and 
whom we encounter through the Holy Spirit, then we have to keep obedience to 
the forefront. 
 
So the proper response to God is love, which includes obedience. 
To love God is to revere God.  
To love God is to defer to God. 
And God is a holy God. 
The crucial mode of response in not just feelings but I will obey in every area of 
life. 
 
How this is outworked is in two ways. 
 
For one, there is the revealed teaching of Scripture, which is for all people, for all 
times, and in all places. 
It is clear in Scripture that Christians are called and commanded to do certain 
actions and activities. 
Forgive. Be joyful. Share with those in need. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. 
 
But there is another kind of obedience and may come in the form of a dream, a 
thought, a Scripture dropped into your mind or simply an impression where you 
know you need to respond. 
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And often it calls for something that doesn’t immediately make sense. 
 
It’s one thing to obey God when it seems logical and necessary. 
Yet when the pressure is on, will we follow Jesus and obey his orders even when 
He doesn’t make sense? 
 

One area for me was in the area of alcohol.  
And early on I had this sense, this impression, that for me in the season I 
was in, alcohol was no longer for me. 
Now, it’s not like a I had a drinking problem, I didn’t over indulge. 
Yet I couldn’t escape the distinct impression that beer was no longer for me 
in that season. 
And it was hard to explain to family and friends why I wasn’t indulging. 
They were aware though it was a God thing. 
 

 
A friend mine was at Christian camp. While he was there he had this 
thought drop into his mind. God was saying to him that he should give a 
young woman that he had meet $250. Now he didn’t know background or 
story, it was a passing introduction. 
But he knew he had to be obedient. So he popped down the road to a local 
ATM, withdrew the cash, found her and gave it to her and said, “I believe 
God wants you to have this” and left it at that. 
He didn’t the “Why?” but simply to be obedient.  
A day later the young woman’s mother came up to him and said, “Thank 
you so much for what you did. You see only a day before my daughter had 
been in tears, struggling to believe that God would provide for her.” 

 
 

------------------------------------ 
 
So to finish (the most blessed words in all of preaching ).  
 
When it comes to obedience to King Jesus, we have to remind ourselves about 
the type of King he is. 
We see that in the coming week and Friday and on Sunday - it’s more than just a 
long weekend. 
He is not a tyrant or a dictator. 
Jesus gave himself up to the most cruel of deaths on a hideous Roman cross for 
the sake of planet; for you and me. 
So whatever he does - whatever he asks of us, whatever instructs - is always in 
accordance with his good character and for our good. 
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You know, we all know that all of us in this room are learning obedience and 
sometimes trip and stumble. 
Let’s be honest, there are times and continue to be times, when His church has 
been a disobedient church. 
And that may be you this morning and you’re feeling that keenly in your spirit. 
That’s one of the reasons we the bread and cup, which again shows you his 
character. 
It’s place where you can both confess your failing and also renewed strength to go 
on.  
That’s why we hear Jesus’ words: given for you... for the forgiveness of sin. 
 


