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Reece Frith 6 - 12 - 20  

 
The Second Sunday in Advent - 

“Peace” 
Isaiah 9:6 - 7; Isaiah 53:5; Luke 2:8 - 14; Romans 5:1; 

John 14:27; Romans 12:18 
 
 

So to kick the message off this morning, what do you do after a big day or a big 
week, to relax? 
Where is your go-to space to unwind or distress? 
Tell the person next to you.  
 

Who is get-out-in-the-garden type of person? 
Who hits road, rides a bike, kicks or hits a ball? 
Who simply drops into bed? 

 
What we’re doing in those moments is to look for, search out some kind of respite 
from the dogged demands of life.  
In fact I would say that for many people there is, quite simply, this desperate 
desire for peace. 

 
If you have your Bibles, or you may just want to listen, let’s have a look at some 
passages. 
 
The first is Isaiah 9 verses 6 - 7: 
 

6 For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the greatness of his government and peace 
 

Then is you come with me to Isaiah 53 verse 5: 
“But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him…” 
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Now to the New Testament - Luke chapter 2 verses 8 - 14: 
“And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. 
Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in 
a manger.” 

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 

 
The Romans chapter 5 verse 1: 

“…since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 
John 14 verse 27: 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 

 
Romans 12 verse 18: 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” 
 
So that’s just a few. 
I wanted to read out those verses to give us sense of the breadth and centrality 
peace has in the Christian faith. 
 
It’s inescapable to talk of God, to talk about Advent, without talking about peace. 
 
And at its core is the good news of peace with God.  
 
The prophets foretell and the angel’s announce a breakthrough in history - God is 
going to bring to an end all the brokenness, the alienation, the distance, the 
rebellion and sin that has placed people at odds with their Maker - for those who 
want it.  
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The child found in a manger will grow up to become the Suffering Servant, 
pierced and crushed for our transgressions, bearing our punishment that we 
might be at peace with God. 
 
As Paul puts so succinctly, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
What so many, many people need this Advent and Christmas more than anything 
else, is to be at peace with God.  
 
Are you at peace with God this morning? 
Have you accepted Jesus Christ as King and Forgiver of your sins?  
If you haven’t, then you are still not at peace with God. 
 
What happens is this Advent peace - this peace with God - also becomes the 
peace of God. 
 
The peace that concerns so many is peace of mind and heart - a peace that ranges 
from an inward calm to quietness of spirit to serenity. 
 
Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.” 
 

Have you heard the story of Janani Luwum? 
Luwum was the Archbishop of Uganda during Idi Amin’s brutal dictatorship. 
Idi Admin oversaw the mass murder and disappearing of anyone who 
threatened his rule. 
So the bishops of Uganda spoke out as one and with Luwun taking the lead, 
He said, “This is wrong! You are abusing the power that is entrusted in you. 
This has to stop.” 
So he and six other bishops were arrested and jailed.  
Then, under Amin’s orders, Luwun was separated from the other bishops 
to be taken away to be killed. 
 
As he was being carried off Luwum turned to his other bishops and said, 
“Don’t be afraid. I see God’s hand in this.”  
The next day he was discovered in a car wreck but closer inspection of his 
body revealed he had been shot.  

 
When I read that, I thought to myself, “How does someone experience this kind of 
assurance and peace in such a terrible situation?” 
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I can only suggest that Luman throughout his life had found practices and spiritual 
disciplines that cultivated and nurtured this peace that Jesus offers through the 
Holy Spirit. 
Ways and means by which he could lean into the peace of God even in this most 
traumatic of times.   
 
What about us? 
Well, if there’s one word associated with this time of year, it is... stress. 
So much to do or too much to do, in a small amount of time.  
For us too it means carving out times where we just sit and be with God. 
 
Then this peace of Advent also overflows into another area; the area of personal 
relationships.  
 
You know in surveys in the lead up to Christmas, financial stress always comes out 
as number one. 
And that’s understandable - no one wants to miss out on a enjoying Christmas. 
 
If finance is number one, what’s number two? 
Well actually a close second is family. 
 
A number of surveys have been done and here’s some stats: 
 

95% say they believe it is important to spend time with family over the 
holidays.  
However, two in five respondents say it is almost always a stressful 
experience. 
Research goes to give a number to how long before have had enough of 
the wider family. 
Any thoughts? 
It’s average of three hours and 54 minutes before people start to feel sick 
of their families. 
 
So, how do people finding some peace and quiet when family becomes too 
much? 
According to the survey, one in four Americans will find a quiet room in 
their relative’s home to hide away.  
Meanwhile, 37% take things a step further and fabricate an excuse to leave 
altogether. 

 
Other top concerns or stressors among respondents when it comes 
to holiday visits were a lack of privacy (22%), family members getting on 

https://www.studyfinds.org/emotionally-stable-individuals-spend-holidays-study-finds/
https://www.studyfinds.org/emotionally-stable-individuals-spend-holidays-study-finds/
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one’s nerves (20%), family drama (20%), feeling like an annoyance to hosts 
(19%), and a loud or busy house (17%). 

 
Into this we hear Paul’s words: 

“If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” 
 
Paul and Scripture are realists; “if it is possible” - sometimes it isn’t. 
“...as much as it depends of you” - you have a part to play in this peace. If you 
received peace from God that peace is to be expressed to others.  
 
So I just wonder this Advent, how’s that looking for you? 
Is there a relationship or relationships in your life that need God’s peace, 
reconciliation or resolution? 
 

-------------------------------- 
 
So this morning, you know what you’re facing. 
 
I’d love to be able to give six keys to finding peace but I don’t think it works that 
way. 
Peace is not found in a technique.  
It’s not in a formula.  
Peace is not found in a Christian programme no matter how good it is.  
It’s not found in being as good as we can or as bad.  
It’s not found in wealth, a relationship, a career, a substance.  
It’s not found in religion.  
 
The peace that Advent points to is a person: Jesus.  
 
That’s who we need to receive our peace from.  
 
So what we’re going to do is sit in stillness with Jesus. 
 
Then Adrian is going come and he’s going to lead us in our intercessory prayer.  
 
Let’s pray. 
For whatever you are facing, there is the offer of peace.  

 
For those who feel ashamed and guilty there is a forgiving peace. 
For those who hearts are mourning there is a comforting peace. 
For the seeking direction, there is guiding peace. 


